
Press Release     
April 25, 2013

Give Something Back Foundation dedicates $3 million 
to educating Will County students

From left to right: Leonard Bertolini (VP for University Advancement at Lewis 
University), John Malin (Director of Transfer Admissions at Blackburn College), 
Robert Carr (Give Something Back Foundation Founder), Dr. Michael Vinciguerra 
(University of St. Francis President), Steve Cardamone (Give Something Back 
Foundation Executive Director), Robert Tucker (Give Something Back Foundation 
Associate Director) and Chuck Beutel (VP for Admissions & Enrollment Services 
at University of St. Francis).
 
JOLIET, Ill. – The University of St. Francis (USF), Lewis University and 
Blackburn College will each receive $1 million from the Give 
Something Back Foundation (GSBF), founded by generous Lockport 



native Robert Carr. The funds will be used for full tuition scholarships 
for qualifying students.

Representatives of the Give Something Back Foundation held a press 
conference at USF on April 11 with representatives of the three colleges 
and high school principals and counselors from throughout Will County. 
At the gathering, Carr talked about the success his scholarship program 
has seen.

“We’re 10 years into this scholarship program now. We have had a lot of 
great successes along the way and many terrific students have 
graduated from college. Some are in medical school, some have their law 
degrees already, and we have another 70 or 80 students on the way,” he 
explained.

“We’ve tried eight or 10 different models of how to do these scholarships 
to get the most bang for our buck and now we have these tremendous 
school partners... University of St. Francis, Lewis and Blackburn,” said 
Carr. “We’re so thrilled to be able to put this new program together with 
them.”

GSBF and the three colleges worked together to assess the costs 
associated with higher education and created a partnership to leverage 
resources. Through the prefunding of students by GSBF, and cost 
reduction by the partner schools, 52 students a year will have the 
opportunity to attend college at no cost through the scholarship program-- 
20 each at USF and Lewis and 12 at Blackburn.

Carr stated that awareness is the foundation’s number one roadblock 
right now. His staff needs help in identifying qualified students as early as 
possible since the selection process takes place during freshman year of 
high school. GSBF is enlisting the assistance of high school-- and even 
grade school-- principals and guidance counselors to find qualified 
students in their schools.

Students with high academic achievement who are Pell Grant eligible 
and who attend the one of the following schools may qualify: Beecher 
High School, Bolingbrook High School, Crete-Monee High School, Joliet 
Catholic Academy, Joliet Central High School, Joliet West High School, 
Lincoln-Way Central High School, Lincoln-Way East High School, 
Lincoln-Way North High School, Lincoln-Way West High School, Lockport 
Township High School East Campus, Neuqua Valley High School, 



Peotone High School, Plainfield High School Central Campus, Plainfield 
East High School, Plainfield North High School, Plainfield South High 
School, Providence Catholic High School, Reed-Custer High School, 
Romeoville High School and Wilmington High School.

Because the process begins so early, Carr indicated that this is not 
merely a scholarship opportunity. “It is a ‘way of life,’ and there will be 
high payoffs,” he said.

The University of St. Francis in Joliet serves 3,400 students nationwide, 
offering undergraduate, graduate and doctoral programs in arts and 
science, business, education, nursing, health care and social work. For 
information, call (800) 735-7500 or visit www.stfrancis.edu.
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